6                  THE COLLECTED WORiCS OF M&lf&THA OANBHI

the whole the takli may be more useful than the wheel to one on
a journey or otherwise busy, wanting to spin, The fakli is an in-
expensive spinning tool which can supplement If not replace the
wheel Moreover, if a takli Is made out of a bit of tile, it would
cost nothing at all

PUNISHMENT IN NATIONAL SCHOOLS

A gentleman writes that I have got many resolution* passed
in the teachers' conference; that the teachers assented to all those
resolutions half-heartedly in order to humour me; that it would
be lucky if even one of them were implemented; anil that I
forgot to pass a resolution about punishment of .students in national
schools*

I hope the resolutions in the teachers* conference were adopt-
ed not merely to humour me but with the idea of implementing
them. I have no doubts like those expressed by thin brother* I
have presumed that national schools shun physical punishment*
If this were not so, some teachers would have rahed a discussion.
The other possibility i$ that punishment fa too common to #ur*
prise anyone. I am not prepared to imagine this possibility. I hope
that the correspondent will have noticed only n few instances.
Those teachers who punish their students are not teachers but
jailors* The function of the teacher is to stimulate and attract the
student and thus to help his advancement. I take it that faith
In the power of the rod in training a chile! has been discarded
by now* Thousands of teachers all over the world have seen that
a child can be brought up better by patience than by punishment;
the latter in fact only shows the teacher's ignorance, It i* the
job of the teacher to make every subject interesting* A Rood
teacher can make even a dry subject like Arithmetic interesting.

WE&E THEY DEMONS?

A gentleman has condemned lUmachandra, Yudhtshthira1 and
Nala* and wants me to defend them* **RjufnidhamIra made Sita
go through the ordeal of fire and yet later abandoned her; Yudhfcih-
thira indulged in gambling and forfeited the right even to pro-
tect Draupadi; Naia cast aspersions on hii wife and forwok her
half naked in a dense foreit Should we call thae three persons
men or demons?"

This charge can only be answered by the poets or the virtuous
heroines themselves. I judge a* a layman and to me til the three

l Eldest of tike five Pandava brother* in the
of Nidwllia tad knAwd nf Damay*mi in the